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OUR VISION 
 

Balga Primary School strives to create a safe and supportive learning environment 
where all members of the school community are welcomed, respected and valued. 
Students will develop the necessary skills, knowledge and confidence to become 
successful citizens. 
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MESS AGE  FROM THE P RINCIP AL  

                                
 In 2017, a variety of stakeholders including the School Board, P&C, parents, staff and students were invovled 
in Balga Primary School’s first Independent Public School Review. The final report was made available to the 
school community at the end of last year. The report highlighted the points below as areas of strength and 
areas for improvement:  
 
Areas of Strength:  
 

 The community sense of purpose and pride in the school. 

 The commitment to improvement planning by staff, board and community members in providing a 
vibrant, quality education for students.         

 Closing the gap between Year 5 numeracy results and those of like-schools.  

 Well established partnerships that enrich learning for students.  

 Commitment by leadership and staff  to develop consistent practises in literacy and numeracy.  

 The pastoral care approach by all staff to ensuring the diverse social and emotional needs of students 
are supported.  

 The support from parents and students of the staff at the school in their efforts to create a safe, 
inclusive and enriching learning environment. 

 The management of human and financial resources.  
 
Areas for Improvement:  
 

 Maintain consistent classroom practices and focus on whole school pedagogy. 

 Engage staff in school self-review processes  

 Develop ongoing evaluation of programs and initiatives to ensure effectiveness and sustainability.  

 Set targets using like-schools and Western Asutralian public schools to inform progress and 
achievement and ensure these targets are specific and measurable.  

 Refine attendence targets to focus on improving attendence and participation for students at risk.  

 Align strategic and operational planning with strategies aimed at improving student achievement.  

 Raise the profile of the School Board and ensure training and self-assessment processes are in place.  
 
I would like to acknowledge the contribution of the school’s 2017 leadership team, led by Kylie Jones (Acting 
Principal) for all of their hard work in preparing for and reporting back on the school’s progress during the 
Independent Public School Review. The feedback from this report has informed our next cycle of planning.  
 
This annual report is designed to provide key information and reflections on the performance of Balga Primary 
School in 2017. This report identifies the school’s progress and areas to be addressed, resulting in 
recommendations for the 2018 school year.   
 
I would like to thank everyone who supported and contributed to school initiatives in 2017 and I look forward to 
working closely with the school community throughout 2018 as we strive to maintain our positive and 
supportive learning culture where staff, students and parents feel valued and consistently work together to 
achieve the best outcomes for our students. I would also like to acknowledge and thank the Balga PS staff for 
consistently supporting our school improvement agenda, and for their tireless contributions to creating a vibrant 
and engaging learning community for our students.  
 
ANIKA BLACKMORE 
Principal  
10 April 2018 
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CREATING OUR NEW SCHOOL VISION 
 

 
In 2017 the parents, students and community members helped us select the top 5 words to use in our new 
school vision. They were: Friendly, Welcoming, Successful, Respectful, Safe/Supportive. Staff worked in 
groups to write vision statements using the key words and parents were given the opportunity to vote on the 
one they felt best represented our direction at Balga Primary School. I would like to acknowledge the work of 
Laura O’Hara the previous Principal, for her role in leading this initiative.  
 
Our Collective Vision:  
 

Balga Primary School strives to create a safe and supportive learning environment where all members of the 
school community are welcomed, respected and valued. Students will develop the necessary skills, knowledge 

and confidence to become successful citizens. 
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Overview of Balga Primary School  

The school community continues to become 
increasingly culturally diverse, with our current 
enrolments reflecting 41% of students coming from 
language backgrounds other than English. 
 
We are proud of the rich diversity of cultures 
represented in our school community and ensure 
that the learning needs of each child are catered 
for. Committed, experienced and supportive staff 
focus on child engagement and wellbeing and 
utilise teaching strategies that help all children 
achieve to their potential. 
 
We provide a strong foundation in literacy and 
numeracy, and staff work together to devise 
sequential teaching and learning programs. The 
provision of state of the art technology allows 
teachers to integrate ICT to enhance their 
programs and support the development of essential 
skills.  
 
Specialist teachers in science, physical education 
and music provide children with educational 
experiences that develop their individual passions 
and talent in their areas of interest. 
 
Our values program in conjunction with the Friendly 
Schools Plus program assist children to develop 
the social skills necessary to become valued 
member of our school community. 
 

Our long-standing partnership with the 12 Buckets 

program helps children discover their talents and 

develop their capacity through a mentoring 

program, comprising of volunteers from the 

community.  

As an Independent Public School, Balga Primary 

School values parent and community involvement 

and has an active Parents and Citizens Association 

and School Board. Our school website provides in 

depth information on school programs and events. 

Visit our website at: www.balgaps.wa.edu.au 

Staff Profile 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

All teachers can be found on the public register of 

teachers of the Teacher Registration Board of 

Western Australia. As an Independent Public 

School, Balga Primary is responsible for the merit 

selection of its staff as part of the One-Line Budget. 

Student Background 2017 

Index of Community Socio-Educational 

Advantage (ICSEA) = 889 

Profile of Students 2017 

 

Students 
 
Total Enrolments    159 
  Girls      83 
  Boys      76 
Indigenous students   12% 
Language background other than English 52% 
 

 

http://www.balgaps.wa.edu.au/
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Student enrolments at Balga have remained the same since 2016. Significant urban redevelopment of 

properties and a large number of migrant families purchasing first homes in other areas, has led to many 

vacant houses nearby. 

DESTINATION SCHOOLS (Year 6) 

STUDENT ATTENDANCE 

Attendance rates are below like schools and will continue to be 

a focus and priority at Balga Primary School 

 

 

 

 

ATTENDANCE RECOMENDATIONS FOR 2018 

 Develop a whole school attendence policy 

 Development of individual plans for at risk students 

 Allocate AEIO time to regular attendence tracking 

 Provide literacy intervention for ‘at risk’ students  

 

Attendance % - per year group 2017 
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STUDENT PERFO RM ANCE S UMM ARY  

NAPLAN (National Assessment Program - Literacy and Numeracy) 
 

 NAPLAN Like Schools Comparison 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

In three out of ten NAPLAN areas assessed, Balga PS was close to like schools.  

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
In 2017, Year 3 NAPLAN results for writing, spelling and grammar & punctuation were in the 
expected range. For both reading and numeracy achievement we performed below the expected 
level. Year 5 numeracy, reading, writing and grammar and punctuation were at the expected level. 
However, in spelling our Year 5 students performed below the expected level. Reading is of particular  
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concern as we have shown low progress and low achievement. This will be addressed in 2018 by 
introducing whole school literacy and numeracy blocks, providing structured professional learning and 
in –class coaching to support staff to implement an Explicit Teaching Framework, including the 
introduction of whole school approaches to the big five areas of reading (phonemic awareness, 
phonics, fluency, vocabulary and comprehension).  

 
Literacy    Reading – NAPLAN 2017 
 
Reading comprehension has been one of the priority areas at Balga Primary School. Staff have 
undertaken thorough analysis of students’ results and a whole school approach to teaching reading is 
in place with supporting resources. Our 2015-2017 Business Plan targets in literacy are:  
 

 Students to achieve the same or better than like schools  

 Students in year 5 to achieve moderate or better progress 
 

 
 
Years 3 & 5                  
Achievement: Results for year 3 & 5 students were significantly below like schools. Eighty-five 
percent of students scored at or above the National Minimum Standard, a huge increase from 2015. 
Targets not met. 
 
2018 RECOMMENDATIONS:  
 
 In term 4, the Leadership Team undertook an audit of current reading programs; implemented whole 
school screening for Students at Risk and gathered feedback from staff and students. This led to the 
development of a comprehensive strategy to improve reading for inclusion in our next planning cycle 
2018 – 2020. To ensure that staff are fully supported to implement this plan, the Leadership Team 
has included a strategic and comprehensive professional learning program for staff. The plan builds 
on existing work done in the area of reading comprehension but also includes the other four big areas 
of reading: phonemic awareness, phonics, vocabulary and fluency.  
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Writing– NAPLAN 2017 

 
Year 3 
Achievement: Our year three students achieved the same as like schools. Target achieved. 
 
Year 5 
Achievement: Year 5 achieved below like schools. Target not achieved 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Spelling– NAPLAN 2017  

 

Year 3  

Achievement: Our Year 3 students scored at the same level as like schools. Target met. 

 

Year 5 

Achievement: In 2017, year 5 students scored below like schools. Target not met. 
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Grammar & Punctuation – NAPLAN 2017 

                   

 
 
Year 3 
Achievement: Results in Year 3 grammar and punctuation were much lower than like schools and 
lower than our achievement in 2016. Target not met. 
 
Year 5 
Achievement: The 2016 Year 5 results were below like schools. Target not met. 
 

2018 RECOMMENDATIONS FOR WRITING, GRAMMAR AND SPELLING  

Due to several changes in leadership and new staff commencing at Balga PS, the school found it challenging 

to monitor and embed the implementation of whole school initiatives in literacy. The goal for 2018, with stable 

staff and leadership is to ensure that the whole school Explicit Direct Instruction (EDI) Framework is 

embedded. As part of the IPS review process, it was identified that some whole school approaches needed 

revisiting to ensure that school planning aligned with supporting teachers to implement these in the classroom. 

To assist in the improvement of our literacy results the following strategies will be will be developed and rolled 

out in 2018: 

 Full implementation of EDI 

 Literacy Teaching and Learning handbook to support EDI implementation 

 A whole school grammar scope and sequence 

 A Phonemic approach to spelling (including a school based scope and sequence) 

 Uninterrupted literacy and numeracy blocks. 

 Daily reviews to include the ‘Big 5’ in reading (phonemic awareness, phonics, fluency, vocabulary and 
comprehension.  
 

In addition, the implementation of a comprehensive and ongoing professional learning program that includes: 

instructional coaching, modelling and school visits will ensure that teachers are observing best practice and 

getting regular feedback to inform their teaching.  
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MATHEMATICS 
 
The school has continued with Origo: Stepping Stones whole school maths program and New Wave mental 

maths. PAT Maths has been used as an assessment tool where all students from years one to six are tested at 

the beginning and end of the year.  

 

 
 
Yea r  3  
Achievement: Students in Year 3 achieved close to like schools and was comparable to 2016’s 
results, maintaining the upward trend in numeracy. Balga scored close to like schools. 

 

 

 

Year 5 

Achievement: Year 5 Numeracy was below like schools. Target not met. 

 
 

2018 MATHEMATICS RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
To assist in the improvement of our numeracy results the following strategies will be developed and rolled out 

in 2018: 

 Full implementation of our Explicit Direct Instruction model 

 Trial the Elementary Maths Mastery resource for addressing Students at Education Risk.  

 Structured and consistent numeracy blocks from PP to Year 6 

 Daily reviews to include basic facts  

 Whole school scope and sequence for mental maths strategies 
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1 1,418.00$                       1,470.00$                       

2 14,264.65$                    14,638.72$                    

3 -$                                 -$                                 

4 1,782.35$                       3,851.10$                       

5 -$                                 -$                                 

6 4,975.00$                       2,475.00$                       

7 -$                                 -$                                 

8 3,515.00$                       4,736.00$                       

9 14,206.00$                    14,206.00$                    

10 -$                                 -$                                 

11 Farm Revenue (Ag and Farm Schools only) -$                                 -$                                 

12 -$                                 -$                                 

40,161.00$                    41,376.82$                    

105,783.87$                  105,783.87$                  

Student Centred Funding 230,760.00$                  233,260.26$                  

376,704.87$                  380,420.95$                  

-$                                 -$                                 

376,704.87$                  380,420.95$                  

Locally Raised Funds19,959.82$       

Student Centred Funding233,260.26$     

Other Govt Grants2,475.00$         

Other  4,736.00$         

Transfers from Reserves14,206.00$       

274,637.08$     

1 12,082.00$                    12,843.57$                    

2 -$                                 -$                                 

3 79,348.00$                    75,320.59$                    

4 124,209.00$                  120,025.00$                  

5 135,312.00$                  129,197.43$                  

6 9,500.00$                       9,492.31$                       

7 14,500.00$                    14,500.00$                    

8 -$                                 2.87$                               

9 40.00$                             591.31$                          

10 -$                                 -$                                 

11 -$                                 -$                                 

12 Farm Operations (Ag and Farm Schools only) -$                                 -$                                 

13 Farm Revenue to CO (Ag and Farm Schools only) -$                                 -$                                 

14 Camp School Fees to CO (Camp Schools only) -$                                 -$                                 

374,991.00$                  361,973.08$                  

-$                                 -$                                 

374,991.00$                  361,973.08$                  

1,713.87$                       

Bank Balance 80,509.45$                                   
Made up of: -$                                                

1 General Fund Balance 18,447.87$                                   
2 Deductible Gift Funds -$                                                
3 Trust Funds -$                                                
4 Asset Replacement Reserves 63,013.58$                                   
5 Suspense Accounts -$                                                
6 Cash Advances -$                                                
7 Tax Position 952.00-$                                         

80,509.45$                                   

Revenue from Co, Regional Office and Other Schools

Balga Primary School
Financial Summary as at

Actual

24 January 2018

Other Revenues

Commonwealth Govt Revenues

BudgetRevenue - Cash & Salary Allocation

Voluntary Contributions

Charges and Fees

Fees from Facilities Hire

Residential Operations

Total Locally Raised Funds

Fundraising/Donations/Sponsorships

Opening Balance

Total Cash Funds Available

Camp School Fees (Camp Schools only)

Expenditure - Cash and Salary

Payment to CO, Regional Office and Other Schools

Administration

Lease Payments

Utilities, Facilities and Maintenance

Professional Development

Transfer to Reserve

Transfer from Reserve or DGR

Residential Accommodation

Other State Govt/Local Govt Revenues

Other Expenditure

Buildings, Property and Equipment

Curriculum and Student Services

Total Salary Allocation

Total Funds Available

ActualBudget

Total Bank Balance

Cash Position as at:

Residential Boarding Fees to CO (Ag Colleges only)

Cash Budget Variance

Total Forecast Salary Expenditure

Total Expenditure

Total Goods and Services Expenditure
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BALGA PS HIGHLIGHTS FROM 2017                  
                                                             
SCIENCE 
                                   
New Resources 
 
Saint Mary’s Anglican Girls’ School in Karrinyup 
kindly donated a set of 17 full size microscopes for 
the Science Lab. Our students enjoyed the 
challenge of learning how to use these during 
inquiry based learning experiences.   
 

 

 
In Term 2 students from Years 3 to 6 conducted a 
standardised scientific investigation on the 
stretchiness of different materials. This 
investigation was part of the Brightpath 
Assessment program (endorsed by the School 
Curriculum and Standards Authority).  
 
The school undertook this project in partnership 
with North Balga Primary School.  This ensured 
that our reporting processes are consistent and 
aligned with the standards. The program also 
provided opportunities to moderate and exchange 
ideas with other Science Specialists, which led to 
refinements to Balga’s current science teaching 
and learning programs.   
 

Annual Stargazing Night 
 
Our third stargazing night was held on Tuesday 28 
November. We were fortunate to have a few 
astronomers from Edith Cowan University join us 
for the night. They brought along additional 
telescopes and a wealth of knowledge to share with 
the students.  Students enjoyed investigating the 

collection of space rocks and seeing the moon up 
close. Mr Shultz instigated this partnership with 
ECU and through his innovative ideas, has instilled 
a love of Astronomy and space in all of our 
students. 
 

 
 
 
Room 4 undertook a unit on mixtures in chemical 
science. Through this unit they had many 
opportunities to engage in experiential, inquiry 
based investigations. The photo below highlights 
their engagement while making and exploring the 
properties of slime.  
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THE ARTS - MUSIC 
                                                                    
Swan West Network Showcase 
 
In November our school choir performed at the 
Swan West Network Showcase held at Dianella 
Secondary College. The concert featured massed 
choir songs as well as individual performances from 
each school. It was a free event organised by the 
SwanWest Network. Our students were able to 
showcase their talents to their parents and family 
members, who showed their support by attending. 
                                                                                                      
 

THE ARTS -  DANCE 
 
 
Edu-dance 
 
In Term 2 the school participated in the Edu-Dance 
Program. Each class participated in the dance 
program and had the opportunity to share new 
learning during the end of term concert. The 
kindergarten children had a series of 5 lessons and 
parents were invited to view a mini dance concert in 
the last week of the program.   
 
 
 
I NFO RM ATI O N CO M M UNI C AT I O N 
TEC HNO LO G Y ( I C T)  
 
Scope IT 
Scope IT returned to Balga Primary School in 2017 
to teach the children in Years PP – 6 about coding 
and robotics. They worked with the students in 
Terms 2 and 3 after a very successful program in 
2016. The purpose of this program was to upskill 
teachers to be able to teach coding as part of their 
teaching and learning programs in the future.  
   
PH YSI C AL  E D UC ATI O N  
 
Balga Primary School has a comprehensive and 
established Physical Education program.  This 
consists of one hour with a Specialist Teacher and 
one hour as part of our whole school sports 
program, involving our Junior (P-3) and Senior 
classes (4-7). The program has a focus on 
fundamental movement skills in junior primaryIn the 
middle to upper primary there is an emphasis on 
the development of fundamental skills in sport and 
the application of games strategies. 

 
             
SCHOOL CLUBS 
 
Our dedicated teachers offered a variety of 
innovative clubs after school for the benefit of our 
students.  
Running Club: A running club was held on 
Mondays after school by Mr Jessett and Mr 
Schultz. 
Chess Club: The Chess Club was run by Mr Shultz 
for 15 lucky children. The students’ skills really 
improved and culminated in a tournament against 
fellow students at North Balga Primary School.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Other clubs that were held after school and popular 
with our students included: The Aeronautics Club, 
The Coding Club and The Lego Club. 
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SPECIAL WHOLE SCHOOL EVENTS  
 
ANZAC DAY 
 
Ms Dempsey-Lees and Mrs Jones coordinated a 
special service to commemorate ANZAC Day.  The 
Morley Army Cadets supported our school during 
this important event. Many children brought flowers 
to lay at the flag pole and the P&C organised a 
wreath on behalf of the school community.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
FATHER’S DAY IN KINDERGARTEN 
 
The fathers (and Mums) came in to enjoy our 
Father’s Day celebration.  The children loved 
having their dads in their classroom.  The Dads 
were spoiled with massages and treated to a 
shave.  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
BALGA ROCKETS BASKETBALL TEAM 
 
Our students were fortunate enough to be coached 
by Perth Wildcat Rhys Vague, the original coach for 
the 2017 season. During training sessions held at 
school, 8 players were selected to represent our 
school at Warwick Sports Stadium as part of a 12 
Buckets initiative where a host of schools competed 
in a round robin competition. 
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DOCKERS CUP 
A group of senior girls were invited to compete in 
the first interschool girls football competition. They 
competed against eight other schools. Some of our 
girls, having never played a game of football 
before, displayed outstanding skills.   
 

 
 
 
YEAR 6 CAMP 
 
In term 1 the Year 6’s spent three days on camp at 
Point Walter. The camp is an important extra 
curriucluar activity that encourages students to 
work together and has been essential in 
strengthening friendships.   
 
The students participated in archery, raft building, 
orienteering and experienced the thrill of the flying 
fox. All of the activities were designed to challenge 
the students and taught them to apply valuable real 
life skills like problem solving, teamwork and using 
their initiative.  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
NAIDOC DAY 
             
Our children enjoyed many different activities to 
celebrate NAIDOC week. These included watching 
traditional dance performed by Balga Senior High 
School students. Other hands-on activities included 
boomerang painting, hunting skills and braiding.  
The Pre-Primary and Indigenous students also 
sang “Heads Shoulders Knees and Toes” in 
Noongar.   
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BOOK WEEK 
 
On Friday 25th August 2017 we celebrated Book 
Week.  Miss Sonia DeLaurentiis and Miss Vanessa 
Kay did an amazing job organising a wonderful 
Assembly and afternoon.  It was a delight to have 
so many parents join their children on a picnic 
blanket and enjoy reading a book and eating lunch 
together. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SCHOOL FACTION CARNIVAL 
 
The School Faction Carnival was held in Term 3. 
Students from each faction showed their 
competative side when battling it our for the shield.  
Parents and family members came along to cheer 
on the competators. Staff all worked together to 
plan, set-up and ensure the smooth running of the 
day.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WINTER INTERSCHOOL SPORTS 
 
Balga, Waddington, Warriapendi and North Balga 
Primary Schools competed in a series of round 
robin winter sports. Our students demonstrated 
outstanding sportsmanship and exemplary 
behaviour, whilst representing our school with 
pride.  
 

 
 

 
STUDE
NT 
REWAR
DS 
In order 
to 
reward 
our 
students 
for 
working 
hard 
through

out the year, Mrs Jones organized a bouncy castle 
for the end of year whole school reward. 
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WHOLE SCHOOL VALUES PROGRAM  
 
Our School Values 
 
At Balga PS we promote an agreed set of 10 
values which align with the Values of Australian 
Schooling. They are Respect, Commitment, 
Courage, Perseverance, Tolerance, Forgiveness, 
Caring, Cooperation, Self-discipline and Honesty. 
These values are promoted throughout the year 
and students who display these consistently are 
recognised at whole school assemblies.  

 
 
  
 
 
 
 

 
 
COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS  
 
PLAYGROUPS 
 
Balga Primary School in Partnership with the Child 
and Parent Centre at Warriapendi ran 2 playgroups 
in 2017. These were popular with families who 
reside in the local area and included: a 0-4 
Playgroup and a 3-Year Old Pre-Kindy. 

 
The playgroups have been in providing support 
to families and getting children used to the 
school environment including the routines. 
 
12 BUCKETS  

12 Buckets is a not-for-profit organisation that 

delivers a first-class One-to-One Mentoring 

Program, Basketball Program, Debating Program 

and University Aspiration Program. We are one of 

four very fortunate primary schools to have an 

ongoing partnership with 12 Buckets.  

In 2017 one of our students Dakodah Scout was 

chosen to be the Youth Ambassador for 12 Buckets 

and we were extremely proud of her achievements.  

Another exciting initiative that our students got to 

participate in was the University Aspirant Program. 

This provided an opportunity for our students to 

visit a local university and learn all about the 

importance of higher education.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Balga Primary School Website 
 
Our school website is online! Click on the link below 
to have a look. 
http://balgaps.wa.edu.au/ 

 
            
 
 
  
 

http://balgaps.wa.edu.au/

